The significance of environmental contamination of sealer and gutta-percha before endodontic obturation.
The importance of decontaminating the gutta-percha cones before their placement as an obturating agent in a root canal system has been advocated. This study was undertaken to determine the existence of a pattern between the time of exposure of the obturating materials to the environment and the introduction of a microbial contaminant. A clinical obturation appointment was simulated. No clear time/related pattern of exposure and prediction of contamination could be established. Environmental contamination was found to occur only rarely. The organisms isolated proved to be nonpathogenic and common to the environment.